Basics of American Government 
The goal of this mini-project/assginment is for you to become familiar with our federal government.  You will have a large test on these terms and people during finals week; if you don’t do well the first time, you can take it again the day of the final.  To prepare for this exam, you will be presenting one of the sets of terms/people to the class in a brief ppt/slides/prezi presentation which will be graded.  You will sign up for terms/categories in class.

Using your government textbook, you will need to accruately and simply define or describe your assigned terms/people and their meaning or origin (if applicable.)  Keep the text minimal!  Additiaonlly, each category group must provide a note-taking handout (1-2 pages only).  Draft of all information due end of period Thursday, December 4.  Note-taking guide due Monday, December 8.   Presentations are Tuesday and Thursday December 9 & 11.
General (2 people; 20 minutes)  
Separation of powers

Checks and balances

Federalism

Terms:  habeas corpus, due process, double jeopardy, exclusionary rule, prior restraint, explicit v. implicit powers
Constitution (4 people, 20 minutes)   
Preamble (memorize it) (1)
6 basic principles

Bill of Rights (1st 10 Amendments) (1)
13th-15th Amendments; 18th & 21st Amendment; 19th Amendment; 26th Amendment

Components of Articles I, II, III, V (1)
4 processes to change (amend) constitution (p. 72-73) (1)
People—include name, title and photo (1 person, 15 minutes)  
Executive Branch: Vice President and current cabinet members (State, Defense, Treasury, Homeland Security, Education)
Legislative:  our 2 CA Senators, Speaker & Minority Speaker of House, Senate Majority & Minority leaders, our congressional representative

Judicial:  the 9  Justices of Supreme Court

Legislative Branch (7 people; 30-40 minutes)   
Major powers granted by constitution (Article 1) (1)  
Qualifications to become a Rep & Senator (1) 
Term of Office/Number of terms; # of Senators/# of Reps

Differences bet. House & Senate (1)                                       
Gerrymandering & drawing of congressional districts; “packing” and “cracking” (1)
Speaker of the House/President of the Senate/President Pro Tempore (what they do) (1)
Majority/Minority Parties in each house
Whips

How a Bill Becomes a Law (p. 345—keep it simple!) (1)
Filibuster 
Overriding a veto

Committees:  Standing, Conference, Select/Special, Joint (1)
Major committees in House/Senate (and what they do)
Judicial Branch (8 people; 45-60 minutes)
Federal Court Structure (1)
Appointment of Supreme Court Justives/# of Justices/Chief Justice (1)
The Warren Court—why is it famous? 
Famous Cases:  Marbury v. Madison, McCulloch v. Maryland, Dred Scott, Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. Board, Tinker v. DesMoines, Korematsu v. US, UC Regents v. Bakke, Gideon v. Wainwright, Miranda v. Arizona, Roe v. Wade, Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier, New Jersey v. T.L.O., Murray v. Curlett, Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (5)
Terms:  Judicial review, national supremacy, judicial activism v. judicial restraint (1)
