Documenting “The Other Half”

The Social Reform Photography of Jacob Riis & Lewis Hine

Navigate to the University of Virginia site “Documenting ‘The Other Half’” at 

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~ma01/davis/photography/reform/reform.html
I. Photography and Social Reform

What were the “Photo-Secessionist” and “Documentary / Social Reformer” styles of photography different?

Name 2 social reformers who used photography to effect social change.

1.

2.

a. Gilded Age Reform

How did Gilded Age reformers appeal to the middle and upper classes with their photography?

b. Progressive Era Reform

How was the spectre of communism linked to the issue of child labor reform?     

In 1941, what was the landmark Supreme Court ruling that changed the status of child labor in the US, and how did the ruling change the status of child labor?    

II. Jacob Riis

What did Riis try to change through his photography?

What made Riis think that photography, more than writing, could help his cause? (i.e., How could photographs accomplish what words could not to help him achieve his goal?)

What did Riis’s critics argue was the cause of poverty?

What were the popular ideas during this time period that supported and gave credence to their argument?

What did Riis believe was the cause of poverty?

What did Riis believe was the responsibility of the middle and upper classes to help wipe out poverty?  (Use a quote to support your answer.)

a. The Reporter of Mulberry Bend

Name an “emerging theme” from Riis’s writings about the poor.  

How did this view conflict with “The Gospel of Wealth?”

b. How The Other Half Lives

What percentage of NYC lived in poverty?

c. Later Reform Efforts

Name the Captains of Industry/Robber Barons whose names you recognize that donated funds to charities established/promoted by Riis.

III.  Slideshows
a. View Riis Slideshow
b. Read the “Analysis” of Riis photographs

How did Riis appeal to the Victorian conscience and fears of the middle and upper classes?  Give specific examples.

What was Riis’s approach to presenting individuals in their surroundings?

IV.  Lewis Hine
What was Hine’s goal as a “social photographer” in 1908?

a. National Child Labor Committee

What was the goal of the NCLC?

b. Work Portraits

How did Hine’s portraits change in 1919 after he returned to the US?

V.  Slideshows
a. View Lewis Hines slideshow
b. Read Analysis of Hines photographs

How was the emphasis of Hines’s work similar and different from Riis’s?
