Read All About It

The Economics and Politics Literature Project

What?  
In this project you will be reading a book that has a strong economic or political focus or theme.  Suggested themes include capitalism, democracy, power, globalization, poverty, reform movements, economic racism, struggle for equality and justice.  You may choose a book on the list or find your own book; if your book is not on the list, you first need to get it approved from Ms. Scharf.

Why?
To learn economics and politics through a good read.  To go beyond a standard curriculum and gain depth and insight.  To enjoy what you are learning.

When?
You will read your book every Monday.  You and a partner may read the same book and complete a project together, or you can read individually and complete a project on your own.  No book may be read by more than 2 people.

Suggested Books          

The Wisdom of Crowds by James Surowiecki  
Democracy in America by Alexis de Tocqueville
The Economic Naturalist  by Robert H. Frank  
Bobos in Paradise by David Brooks  
Strapped:  Why America’s 20 & 30-Somethings Can’t Get Ahead by Tamara Draut  


Freakonomics:  A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything by Steven Levitt & 

Stephen J. Dubner   
The Worldly Philosophers by Robert Heilbroner  
Cadillac Desert:  The American West and Its Disappearing Water by Marc Reisner  
Out of Gas:  The End of the Age of Oil by David Goodstein

Perfectly Legal by David Cay Johnston 
Nickled and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America by Barbara Ehrenreich  
Bait and Switch: The Futile Pursuit of the American Dream by Barbara Ehrenreich  


I Want That!  How We All Became Shoppers by Thomas Hine



Fast Food Nation by Eric Schlosser  


The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy:  An Economist Examines the Markets, Power 

and Politics of World Trade by Pietra Rivoli



The Business of America by John Steele Gordon



The Millionaire Next Door by Thomas Stanley



The Future of Capitalism by Lester C. Thurow    


Savages by Joe Kane  


The Work of Nations:  Preparing Ourselves for the 21st Century Capitalism by Robert Reich  


The Future of Success:  Working and Living in the New Economy by Robert Reich  


There are No Children Here and The Other Side of the River , both by Alex Kotlowitz  


Savage Inequalities by Jonathan Kozol   


The Lexus and The Olive Tree by Thomas Friedman  


The World is Flat  by Thomas Friedman  


When Corporations Rule the World by David C. Korten   


Black Labor, White Wealth by Claud Anderson



The Ecology of Commerce by Paul Hawken  


Your Money or Your Life by Joe Dominguez  


If You Love This Planet by Helen Caldicott  


A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr


The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander


What’s the Matter with Kansas?  How Conservatives Won the Heart of America by Thomas 


Frank


Deer Hunting with Jesus:  Dispatches From America’s Class War and Rainbow Pie:  A Redneck


Memoir both by Joe Bageant



Detroit:  An American Autoposy by Charlie LeDuff  


Dreams From My Father and Audacity of Hope, both by Barack Obama



Liar’s Poker, Boomerang, The Big Short, all by Michael Lewis



Barbarians at the Gate by Bryan Burrough



Thinking Fast & Slow by Daniel Kahneman



The Power of Habit:  Why We Do What We Do in Life and Business by Charles Duhigg



Lean In:  Women, Work, and the Will to Lead by Sheryl Sandberg

