
“The Way We Weren’t: The Civil War 1861-2011”  by David Von Drehle

1.  Based on the article’s title, what predictions can you make about the author’s point of view regarding the Civil War and history in general?  

2. What do most Americans believe the North and South were fighting over during the Civil War? 

3. What does the author believe the North and South were fighting over?

4.  What does the Yale historian David Blight believe the “public mind” has a difficult time coming to terms with when interpreting the cause of the Civil War? 

5.  What does the author believe has been the price of “reconciliation” between North and South? 

6.  What is the author’s central point in the introductory section of the article leading up to the “Bleeding Kansas” heading? 

Bleeding Kansas
7.  The  author states “the Founding Fathers walked away from the Constitutional Convention fully aware that they had planted a time bomb.”  What was the “time bomb?”

8.  What was the single largest financial asset in the US and how much was it worth in 1860? 

9. What was the largest US export at the time of the Civil War?  

10. “In 1854, the Kansas-Nebraska Act proposed to let territorial settlers decide the future of slavery.”   What is the term that describes the act of settlers (and not Congress) deciding the future of slavery in the territories? (Answer is in your textbook)

11. Where does the author claim the first battle of the war was really fought (not Fort Sumter)?

The Fracture
12.  Why was the John Brown incident seen as indicative of a larger threat?  What was the threat they perceived and how did it lead to southern secession? 

13.  How did the constitution of the Confederacy conflict with the Declaration of Independence, signed by the Founding Fathers in 1776, which stated that “all men are created equal”?

Fogging Memory
14.  What is the “Lost Cause” interpretation of Civil War history?”  What made it so popular in the South?  How did the Lost Cause interpretation of history describe slavery?  In the Lost Cause version of history, who were the real “slave drivers.”

15. How does the author describe white society’s appetite for dealing with “the needs of freed slaves” during “Reconstruction.”             

16.  Why does the author imply that Jim Crow laws were tolerated by the general public?
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Part II

A Quarrel Forgotten

17.  Who was the first Southerner to be elected US President since the Civil War?  In which year was he elected?  In his address at Gettysburg during the 50 year anniversary of the Civil War, what did he say about the “old quarrels” between North and South?   Do you think he was correct? 

18.  How was the KKK portrayed in America’s first blockbuster film “Birth of a Nation” released in 1917?

19.  What other best selling novel and film, which came to be the top grossing film of all time, promoted the Lost Cause view of the Civil War?

20.  According to Yale professor U.B. Phillips, what effect did the plantation economy, which was based on slavery, have on blacks?  How does the author of this article counter Phillip’s argument that slavery was “unprofitable” and would have “died out peacefully.”

Why It Matters

21.  The author states: “Two fallacies prop up the wall of forgetfulness.”  What are they? 
22.  The author’s last line proclaims: “After 150 years, it’s time to finish the journey.”  In your opinion, what does he mean?  Explain your answer and tie it to your interpretation of the article’s central point. 

