US History Course Overview


                
      Ms. Scharf  Fall 2016
____________________________________________________________________________________
e-mail: sscharf@tamdistrict.org


     
                     voice mail:  945-3600  x 5013

website:  www.tamhigh.org>sscharf
      

                     Chromebook # _______         

Welcome to US History.  I love learning and teaching history and hope to infect you with this same passion.  I will try to help you connect the dots between the past and present in a meaningful and engaging way.  

In addition to the school rules and absence policies, the following will also be enforced: 
Be Respectful   This means taking this class, the teacher, your peers, and your education seriously.  Specifically, it means the following:
· Find appropriate times to go to the bathroom. You may not go to the bathroom during the first or last 15 minutes of class.  Don’t go during the middle of an activity or while someone is speaking.  And be quick.

· Turn off and put away your cell phone at the beginning of class.  If I have to repeatedly ask you to do so, it may result in it being confiscated or requiring you to put it on my desk at the beginning of every class.

· Remove your headphones/earbuds before class starts.  Both of them.   Ditto the above consequences for headphones.
· Lastly, being respectful means that when you want to discuss sensitive issues such as grades, be mindful of your tone, words, and attitude.  Do not accuse or assume; consult, rather than confront.   

Be On Time   to class and with your assignments.  Specifically, this means:
· You will not have a lot of daily written homework, so I don’t use late passes.  However, all late work will be recorded and affect your grade negatively.  
· Work may not be turned in later than one week after it was due AND must be turned in before it is returned to the class.  
· You have the same number of days to make up work as you were absent.  
· Major projects, essays, and assignments are still due on the due date despite the number of days you are absent.  
· To find out what work you missed, consult the website, absence crates, and a friend from class.  Your absence is your responsibility.

· On most days you will have a five question quiz given at the bell (known as “bell quizzes.”) or an oral review quiz known as “ODIR”—On-Demand Individual Response.   If you are tardy, you will earn a zero on the BQ or ODIR.  At the end of the semester, some of your lowest BQ/ODIR scores may be dropped, depending on your attendance. 

Be Neat  
· No food allowed, but drinks are okay unless you make a mess.  

· You may chew gum unless we hear, see, or feel it.  
· Pick up all scraps of paper  & wrappers around your desk. 

· All homework must be typed using 12 point font and 1 inch margins.  Classwork may be written neatly by hand.  
· I do NOT accept work via email.  Much of the work will be submitted on Google Classroom.
· You will be assigned a Chromebook which you may use at your discretion during class unless it is being used inappropriately.  When finished using it, you must log-out and plug into the cart.  If you want to use it during tutorial, check with me first.

Basic Philosophy:  Karma—what you do will come back to you.  One or more of the following examples of karma may occur when you disrupt the classroom:  

verbal warning/evil eye 

referrals
class suspension
school suspension       after school assignments    parent contacts           country music/Taylor Swift

The categories for your final semester grade are listed and described below.  Different assignments will count for different categories, and some assignments will have multiple grades—one for each category.  The goal of this method is to help you get a clearer idea of the specific areas in which you need to improve and in which areas you excel. 

	Performance

	Mastery of content knowledge and skills as evidenced through tests, essays, research projects, papers and presentations.

	Process


	Participation and work ethic as evidenced in homework, quizzes, classwork, reflections, discussions, and teacher observations.

	Documentary Projects

25% of semester grade


	Mastery of content knowledge and skills as evidenced in documentary video projects and other integrated projects.  This grade includes the final product, the process as documented through project logs, collaboration rubrics, and teacher observation, and individual work such as research, writing, etc.

It also includes a grade for care of the computer equipment.

	Growth, Risk and Leadership

(GRL)
	Part of your final semester grade will be based on the growth you make in learning this subject matter as evidenced through improved scores, extra assignments, or documentary quality; the level of academic risk you take by reading advanced texts and/or taking on challenges (including doc film subjects); and the quality of leadership you provide in documentary groups or daily class activities.
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